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“This American carnage stops right here and stops right now.”  These were the 
inflammatory words used by Donald Trump when he assumed the presidency of the United 
States on 20 January 2017.  That was exactly four years ago, at his inauguration at the 
Capitol in Washington, DC, the same place where, on 6 January 2021, an enraged mob 
incited by the 45th President of the U.S. shook the foundations of American democracy.  
 
For four long years, Trump threatened global peaceful coexistence.  He assailed 
multilateralism and international cooperation, chastised U.S. allies, and became a “friend” 
to despots the world over.  In his own country, he shamelessly attacked American 
principals of checks and balances, transparency, free media, science, and common sense.  
Four ominous years in which the president encouraged hatred, intolerance, white 
supremacy, misogyny, xenophobia, and polarization.  
 
Donald Trump will undoubtedly be remembered as the worst president in U.S. history.  
 
With the arrival of Joseph Biden and Kamala Harris to the White House, it is worth asking: 
what will the legacy of President Donald Trump be?  The list is as long as it is ignominious.  
We will focus here on just three, which we believe are major challenges the Biden 
Administration must deal with, both nationally and internationally.  
 
The appalling and shameful manner in which the Covid-19 pandemic was handled might be 
the most disastrous legacy of Trump.  He initially denied it, then lied to the public about its 
seriousness, and finally dismissed it.  At an enormous cost.  Today, over 23.5 million 
Americans have become infected and nearly 400,000 have died from the coronavirus.  The 
economic impact of the pandemic on the U.S. economy has been brutal, and unequaled 
since World War II.  McKinsey and Co. estimate that the U.S. economy could take up to 
three years to recover.  
 
Of course, Donald Trump wasn’t responsible for the disease that worldwide has infected 
more than 94 million people and killed more than two million.  But the dismissive and 
dishonest manner in which he dealt with it, and his loathing of science and what scientists 
recommended (for instance, his disdain for facemasks), greatly worsened an already dire 
situation.   
 
His approach parroted those of a handful of other disdainful world “leaders,” who also 
chose to play down the seriousness of the disease.  Now their countries, too, are paying the 
enormously high price of lost lives and devastated economies; Brazil has 8.393.492 cases 
and 208.246 dead, Mexico has seen 1.609.735 cases and 139.022 dead, the United 
Kingdom has 3.366.988 cases and 88.747 dead, and Russia has had 3.507.201 cases and 
64.134 dead.  All are countries with nationalistic or authoritarian leaders. 
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The way Trump treated migrants, asylum seekers, and his own country’s minorities has no 
precedent.  His xenophobic migration policies undermined decades of efforts that, with 
highs and lows, centered on asylum, refugee protection, and family reunification.  South of 
the Rio Grande, Trump will be most remembered by his failed attempt to build a 
disgraceful and useless “wall” along 1,954 miles of the southern border, and make Mexico 
pay for it!  Although, to be truthful, building a wall wasn’t his idea in the first place: 
between 2006 and 2007, President George W. Bush built many miles of walls and fences 
on the southern border, and between 2007 and 2015 President Barak Obama did the same. 
 
However, the vilest and most heartbreaking side of Donald Trump’s migration policies was 
the forced separation, at the U.S. border with Mexico, of thousands of Mexican and Central 
American families and children who left their embattled and impoverished countries to seek 
for a better life in the U.S.—545 of those children still have yet to be reunited with their 
parents.   
 
Donald Trump assailed the planet as no other U.S. president in history.  He pulled the U.S. 
out of the Paris Agreement on climate change.  Meanwhile, 2020 was the hottest year ever 
recorded on the planet, and the last six years have all been the hottest six on record.  
 
He suspended critical economic support to the Green Fund on Climate while the Arctic and 
Siberia melted and fires consumed massive swaths of forests in the Amazon, California, 
Indonesia, and Australia.  Super-cyclones battered India and Bangladesh, forcing three 
million people to evacuate.  And 31 tropical storms and hurricanes from the Atlantic lashed 
across our nations–so many that the list of names from the World Meteorological 
Organization was exhausted and it became necessary to resort to the Greek alphabet to 
name them. 
 
Trump dismantled every public policy and institution he could that had been established to 
protect the environment and tackle climate change.  He rolled back legislation on CO2 
emissions, vehicle emission standards, toxic chemicals standards, and protections for 
wetlands, fisheries, and endangered species.  He gutted the Environmental Protection 
Agency and converted it from a science-based department to a political tool, disbanding its 
science review panel and even removing the word “science” from its mission statement.  
Trump even went so far as to order that massively increased logging take place on federal 
lands. 
 
And, in a final outburst in his last days, just two weeks ago the Bureau of Land 
Management allowed the first-ever oil and gas lease sale in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge, one of the country's most pristine places, home to migrating caribou, birds and 
polar bears.   
 
Needleless to say, all of Trump’s abuses couldn’t have happened without the complicity of 
many people, including the members of his cabinet who supported his bizarre ideas and his 
injustices, and who echoed his lies.  They couldn’t have happened without the backing of 
naïve or unscrupulous political leaders across the world who, submissively, celebrated his 
caprices hoping to obtain his favor or avoid his abuse.  And, ultimately, without the small-
minded Republican senators and congressmen who—for political calculation, shame, or 
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both—are now trying to distance themselves from the naked and disgraced emperor.  
History will judge them all. 
 
The ignoble fall of Donald Trump is a history lesson for all those apprentices of despotism 
around the world.  With his departure, the U.S. emerges from one of its darkest passages.  It 
won’t be easy, but we are confident the country will grow stronger from this turmoil.  
Because we know all Americans deserve better.   
 
The world needs a stable, respectful, and trustworthy United States of America to join the 
community of nations in dealing with humanity’s and the planet’s most crucial challenges.  
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